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Newfoun dland cancer lab produces fa lse
resu lts
Last Updated Wed, 05 Oct 2005 10 :45:44 EDT
CBC News

A major cancer-test ing laboratory in Newfoundland has
produced unreliable results.

The lab is located at the General Hospital in the Heal t h
Sciences Centre in St. John 's . It does the maj ority of
cancer tests ann ually In Newfoundland and Labrad or .

The Eastern Health Author ity said Wednesday all samples
are now being sent to Mount Sinai Hospita l in Toro nto.

Accord ing to the St. John's Telegram, the concern started
in May wh en an initi al test on a pat ient indicated that
t umour cells were not cancero us. But after receiv ing new
informat ion on the pat ient's condition, the same sample
was reteste d and showed a positive resu lt.

Dr. Bob Wil lia ms, a vice-president of t he health authority,
says that as an added precaution results received as far
back as 1997 als o are being sent to Mount Sinai for
retest ing.

Willia ms said that 73 per cen t of t he tests performed in
th e past were pos iti ve , but the lab is mostl y concerned
with the 27 per cent of tests that were negati ve .

He said about 10 per cent of the tests perform ed ove r the
past seven years may sho w conflicting res ults. The
discrepancies were in tes ts for breast cancer. The
authority receives sev en or eight cell such samples each
week .

The reason for t he conflicting result s is not know n, but
last year the faci lity brough t in a new fuliy autom ate d
system for detecting hormone recepto rs in breast ti ssue.
An older system req uired more steps in t he tes t ing
pro cess.
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Wil liams sai d East ern Healt h con tacted other iabs across
the count ry, revi ewed some literat ure and cons ult ed
onco logists and surgeons.

"After consu ltation it was determi ned th at we should, In
the inte rest of pati ent care, retest all pati en t s who had
te sted negative" .

Lab resu lts from Mount Sinai are expected in about a
month .

A quality review of the St . John's lab also is underw ay .
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