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Dr Hébert is an Associate Professor in Family Medicine at Sunnybrook Health 
Science Centre and a member of the Joint Centre for Bioethics at the University of 
Toronto.  Besides having his own general practice for the past 18 years, Dr Hébert 
acts as an ethics consultant and is chair of the Sunnybrook Research Ethics Board. 
 
Dr Hébert has had a long-standing interest in ethics and the philosophy of medicine. 
He completed a PhD in philosophy in 1983 at York University and obtained his 
medical degree from the University of Toronto in 1984, followed by a residency in 
family medicine at McMaster University. Since then, he has taught professional 
ethics nationally and internationally on a variety number of topics to diverse groups 
of healthcare trainees and professionals. He has had an interest in the management 
of medical error for 10 years. Dr Hébert was a participant in the Canadian Adverse 
Events Study and is a member of the Canadian Patient Safety Initiative. He is the co-
author of The Canadian Patient Safety Dictionary and has also co-authored papers on 
truthtelling in medicine and the disclosure of medical error. The second edition of his 
introductory book on medical ethics, “Doing Right: A Practical Guide to Medical Ethics” 
(Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1996), is to be published in the summer of 2008. 
 

 
 
 


