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Briefing Note
ER/PR Testing Results
September$2005

In 1997,a Dako semi-automated/manual system was installed for the
Immunohistochemistry Service and replaced the bioassay method of
testing for ER/PR receptors. This Dako system was replaced in 2004 by an
automated Ventana system with onboard antigen retrieval.

In 2005, a patient. initially tested in 2002 with the Dako system and
reported as ER/PR negative, was retested with the Ventana system and
now indicated a ~MIW positivity for estrogen and progesterone receptors.
Four other patients initially tested as negative in 2002 were also retested,
and all tested positive with the Ventana system.

Retesting was expanded to include all samples initially tested as negative
in 2002 on the Dako system. Of tRQ S7 retested on tRe '1ent8n8 system, 38 -I V1e~c­
no'.'.. 'Rowed I'ositiye res",lts. This high conversion rate then placed the
sensitivity of the Ventana System in question.

A representative from Ventana has visited the Immunohistochemistry
Service to review use and practices of the Ventana system. In their written
report, they stated that they found the system to be operating as
expected and that the procedures ~ed by our technicians were (c.\ -;,\' .~. 4-i"J
appropriate and as trained. Lp"c",-WvIO:?>:": (h"'~~ _\ .-u2--(£(.I"J"-I~ . ~I""<OO"
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An external peer revie~asconductedCS'epfember 15-16, 2005~iew ~. IS - 2:L,~'·
current practices and procedures within the Immunohistochemistry
Service. ~b, ,c.::'~ II· 1') <-v<-"::> h£.\d c'-,r.k:..... aC<...LI. J /e.0Ie~0 c~LcI

Ct.-I ~ll "epL-~(:;- :.r:"L-J ,'1 <!?Cd." J \~ <2x-p::'c...-1CC' --..0,-I-h..'·/ -l (........<:-

Current Activities: n2><. +- +cc.....l ,-uec.... t:..S .

• ER/P/5.results obtained from the Ventana system from April 2004 to' J.
August 9, 2005 will be correlated with ER/PR results of the same samples
conducted by Mount Sinai and Montreal General.

.All negative samples from 1999 to 200ttlwith the exception of samples
from other regional boards) have been collected and sent to Mount
Sinai Hospital. Montreal, for retesting. Mount Sinai uses a semi­
automated system of testing for ER/PR. 323 samples reported as weakly
positive to negative have been sent to Mt. Sinai for retesting. Seventy­
fi'>tC=€lf the s€lmples have now be-en retested and repel'teGl b¥=Mt. Sinai
u . 0f the 75 samples retested thus-Far,·fiAt. Sinai has
confirmed the results report-eQ @ri'iP~-lerla il: 6"' in 41 cases 12 of the
7~1'\gQ...0e.er:ueportedprevi~Br-ER-ffi;-t--j5esi-ti¥e-fGr-f'R
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EJF-vic@-"€mo:;-oo-ctround by ""it. Sinai to be positiv@-.f€lf @€lth. 20 ef the
7~fl"tPles-hod=pl'e"li@'-'<;~1bp..e[Lfeported (l5 botA ER aI Id PR rJe§etive
and now me dete" I tiJ~ecl by.vlt Silioi m pusi!i ve TB:e-r.em€lil'lif.'l{!j 218"
Sqmp'es retested by MI. Sinai will be reported sAartlY; 5rnnples for 1997­
1998 and for two regional boards from outside Eastern Health area will
soon be sent for retesfing.

• All laboratory directors in the province have been contacted to submit
all negative ER and PR reports and samples for this same time period?_cr'<
for retesting. This process is underway,,7B~~ , __pv ~ -r; . , I ,''I<'e';:_ ,eU / ?:~d
~ c.?'-J-.!:?~YL..-C:C,-V" _,& e 'GOY L I s.c .. ,.I· ~'c::.., J~~''''~ "/~ .
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• Reporting of ER/PR by the Laboratory Medicine Program is currently on L..,,..,~ I . .,cL

hold. All current requests for ER/PR are being forwarded to Mount Sinai (."~ i \ ':>

for processing, interpretation and reporting. \""""':-';::~
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