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From: Leona Barrington

To: George Tilley; Oscar Howell; Kara Laing; Nebojsa Denic(HCCSJ);
Heather Predham; Terry Gulliver; Sharon Smith; Susan Bonnell;
"dboone@smss.com";

cc: Michelle Gregory; Denise Dunn; Joyce Penney; Elizabeth Strange;

Subject: ER/PR MEdia Coverage

Date: December-12-06 5:15:36 PM

Attachments: ANSWERS FOR BREAST CANCER PATIENTS, CBC Radio, Dec.11.htm
117 N.
L. cancer patients receive belated hormone treatment, CBC Web site, Dec.12.
doc

%tern Health Makes Changes, VOCM, Dec.12.pdf
ER PR coverage NTV and CBC TV December 11 2006.doc
Treatment Changes after patients files review, The Telegram, Dec.12.pdf

Hello everyone,

Attached and below you'll find the media coverage from the last 24 hours on ER/PR. All in all no real
surprises. Deanna Stokes-Sullivan from the Telegram provided the most accurate coverage. There
were some “inaccuracies” in the other reports which | believe we addressed during the interviews
today with CBC radio and TV, NTV and The Independent. The most “out of sync” report was aired
yesterday by Vic Adhopia, CBC's National Radio reporter which also appears on CBC's web site. | called
Vic today and left messages inviting him in to interview Dr. Howell and Dr. Laing in an attempt to
clarify some of the things mentioned in his news report — but | did not hear back from him.

| will send along further coverage as it becomes available. If you have any questions or concerns, feel
free to give me acall.

Cheers.

Media Headlines:

VOCM RADIO OPEN LINE Tuesday, December 12, 2006

EASTERN HEALTH RE; HIGH QUALITY PATIENT CARE: Host Preamble -
FEastern Health says it's implemented a new means of insuring
high quality patient care re; improving their quality
management program and seeking a full accreditation for the
entire laboratory facility of eastern health. This comes
after failed testing for breast cancer. AIRED: 09:07 AM
DURATION:

02:00 REPORTER: RANDY SIMMS
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Treatments change
after cancer files reviewed

By DEANA STOKES SULLIVAN
THE TELEGRAM

reatment changes have been rec-

ommended for 117 Eastern Health
authority patients, arising from a
review and retesting of all breast
tumour samples that were initially
tested at the Health Sciences Centre
between 1997 and 2005.

However, because of a pending
class action lawsuit, Eastern Health
officials won't say how many samples
have converted, in the latest round of
testing, from negative to positive for
estrogen and progesterone receptors.

This testing is used to determine
ifa patient’s cancer cells can be stim-
ulated by hormones. Patients who
test positive may be offered drugs
that block this action.

In a technical briefing for the
news media Monday, Dr. Oscar How-
ell, Eastern Health's vice-president of
medical services, explained that the
health board became aware in May
of last year that a tissue sample from

one patient, which initially tested
negative in 2002 for hormone recep-
tors, converted to a positive result
after a second test using new equip-
ment.

Dr. Kara Laing, Eastern Health's
cancer program clinical chief, said
the patient’s situation made her doc-
tors question whether she might be
positive and the hormone test was
reordered.

The initial testing was conducted
using a semi-automatic Dako sys-
tem, involving a more complex pro-
cess and multiple steps.

In April 2004, a new automatic
Ventana system was installed for use
in the immunohistochemistry labo-
ratory. The second test was conduct-
ed using this new equipment.

Representatives from the labora-
tory program met with oncologists
to discuss the new result and a deci-
sion was made to test five more neg-
ative patients, whose tissue samples
also converted to positive.

See MORE, page A4
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ER/PR coverage
CBCTV
Monday, December 11, 2006
Chris O’Neil Yates: The Eastern Health corporation says it will resume breast

cancer screen tests at it’s lab in St. John’s next year. The
corporation suspended testing at the lab 18 months ago after
problems with breast cancer screening tests. Today, Eastern
Health gave reporters a tour of the lab but they’re still not
confirming how many of the tests show false results.

From 1997 to 2005, Eastern Health conducted 2,760 tests
on women with breast cancer to determine their estrogen levels,
that’s to assess whether they needed hormonal therapy such as
Tomoxifin. After they discovered problems, 939 samples had to
be retested at Mount Sinai in Toronto. Because of a class action
lawsuit, Eastern Health will not say how many of those samples
had a false result. Eastern Health will only say that 117 patients
required treatment changes. The corporation also won’t say how
many of these patients are part of the retesting or how many people
who passed away had the initial false test. Eastern Health says it’s
putting quality assurance measures in place to restore public
confidence before it resumes this test and says it doesn’t know how
the false results happened.

NTV
December 11, 2006

Glen Carter: A mistake in testing led to incorrect treatment for 117 women in this
province suffering from breast cancer. That is the conclusion of an 18
month investigation by Eastern Health. Today, it released the results of
independent retesting of thousands of breast cancer samples going back a
decade. For most, the mistake made no difference but for dozens, it made
a huge impact in the decisions that were made to save their lives. NTV’s
Carolyn Stokes reports.

Carolyn Stokes: Today, Eastern Health held a technical briefing and laboratory tour
for the media to shed some light on the complicated process of
testing breast cancer samples for hormone receptivity.

Dr. Denic: I don’t know if it will make you more confused that you know of, or at
least try to make you understand what we do and why the thing is the way
that it is but every single year we are going to do better. Science is going
to do better.



Carolyn Stokes:
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In May of 2005, after the laboratory process changed from semi-
automated to fully automated, it was discovered that the estrogen
progesterone or ER/PR tests being conducted at the Health
Sciences Centre were giving incorrect results. Those results
affected whether a patient received certain treatment drugs such as
Tomoxifin.

Dr. Denic: This lab is working for the patient. I guarantee you. Every single person
working over there is working for the patient and every single person in
this lab had great concerns in regard to this issue because there’s no
person in this lab that his or her family has been stricken by cancer.

Carolyn Stokes:

Eastern Health referred almost 3000 samples dating back to 1997
and sent over 900 to Mount Sinai Hospital to be retested. As a
result, 117 women were told they were given inappropriate cancer
treatments. That number doesn’t include the amount of false
results or patients who are now deceased. Eastern Health says that
number can’t be released due to a class action lawsuit that has been
launched against them.

Dr. Denic: We have excellent mechanism in place that if anything goes wrong, down
the road, we can catch.

Carolyn Stokes:

The laboratory has stopped ER/PR testing during an external
review of their system and Eastern Health says new quality
controls have been implemented. The testing is scheduled to begin
again in two months time. Carolyn Stokes, NTV News.
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Treatments change
after cancer files reviewed

By DEANA STOKES SULLIVAN
THE TELEGRAM

reatment changes have been rec-

ommended for 117 Eastern Health
authority patients, arising from a
review and retesting of all breast
tumour samples that were initially
tested at the Health Sciences Centre
between 1997 and 2005.

However, because of a pending
class action lawsuit, Eastern Health
officials won't say how many samples
have converted, in the latest round of
testing, from negative to positive for
estrogen and progesterone receptors.

This testing is used to determine
ifa patient’s cancer cells can be stim-
ulated by hormones. Patients who
test positive may be offered drugs
that block this action.

In a technical briefing for the
news media Monday, Dr. Oscar How-
ell, Eastern Health's vice-president of
medical services, explained that the
health board became aware in May
of last year that a tissue sample from

one patient, which initially tested
negative in 2002 for hormone recep-
tors, converted to a positive result
after a second test using new equip-
ment.

Dr. Kara Laing, Eastern Health's
cancer program clinical chief, said
the patient’s situation made her doc-
tors question whether she might be
positive and the hormone test was
reordered.

The initial testing was conducted
using a semi-automatic Dako sys-
tem, involving a more complex pro-
cess and multiple steps.

In April 2004, a new automatic
Ventana system was installed for use
in the immunohistochemistry labo-
ratory. The second test was conduct-
ed using this new equipment.

Representatives from the labora-
tory program met with oncologists
to discuss the new result and a deci-
sion was made to test five more neg-
ative patients, whose tissue samples
also converted to positive.

See MORE, page A4



wod weiba|a1ayidssp

"a[qissod sjuounea) 1saq a1
2413031 TM sjuaned [re eyl AmMSud 0)
sjueM )[eoH WId)seq ‘pres [[PMoH Ing
"aTU3)) SIOUINS YI[EIE] Y] I8 JUInsal
mm Sunsey auoisysaford/uafonss
usyM  ureldad 19 jou  sJf
2on0uad jo prep
-ue)s 2y aaoxdurr 0] usaq sey [eod a1
‘pres ay Apjeum)n ‘saaneSau asyej jo
SUM}S9JOI JAISUIIXS UE YONs UsyelIapun
seq Jet)) Jo smouwy 3y Jetf) preoq yieay
Auo 3} ST yI[eaH UId)Seq pres otua(]
‘funsa) auoiaysaford/usforsa
jo uonenunuod ayy 10§ paredard Aje
-19uaS, st pue ASojojed 120uED JsBAI]
1o Boua2oxa Jo amuad B Paysiqelsa
ser] R sAes J[esl UI2)SEY PUB MAIAAI
9} JQSIMSII AYJ UO PAyIOM 3ARY OTUa(]
yseR-1q ‘wrexford Aiojeroqe] a1y 10§
si5ojoyped jamo mau e pue [[PMOH
‘SjuS
-wigR_Te1} ym uado aq o) a1y yjay afd
-oo@ﬁ jueprodun sem )1 pres 9y uon
-BWEQIUT Pajda101d ST UOTRULIONUT 1]}
Jo ygnw Inq “TaquiaAoN ur pagajduiod
semqaoiral Apenb snpy pres emoy
..ﬂucuﬁ..cn—_: Ansruaypojsiyounuruy
S IYIM mamax Ljifenb aArsuaixa
ue p$1onpuod osfe sey N sAes yIesH
uiajseq ‘sepdures [e Summamaar pue
Surssjar Furpuas Gunosyoo sapisag
14 'SIeaA MaJ Jse[ 3y} ur
aq
nq“Hdeay aAneuUIaE UE I3JJO MOU
SIOJIQIYUI 3sejeUIOIe II3MAU 3],
U
-Xouwre], 10§ 9JePIPUBd B PIIIPISUOD
aq.1upmom os[e 431} J0[2 Poo[q © jo
Ax03s1y ® pey Jusnyed e j1 pres Sure
“199UBD JULIIIN JO YSLI
IaySny © se yons ‘s103Jjo IpIS ISIIAPE
Jo asnedaq uajxowe], aye} 03 jou jdo
IyStur £ar) ‘pres [emoy ‘aanisod s1sa)
jusged € USYM UIAd SISBI JUIOS U]
Jmsai aansod e 10j ySnoua
se Juao iod auo Joidiajul uLAS sqel
awios pue juad 1ad ] 0] palamo] sem
1eY) 197eT ‘siojdadal auouLioy AJuapr
0} pasn ure)s 2y} dn 00} IpI[s © UO S[[22

B udaq Afuo aa Aay) ‘pres Sure

Ly afied woy panuyuo) -

Jo juao 1ad g UAYM IpeUI SeM SISOU
-Berp aansod e ‘pres ay “qurod auo 1y
's1eaA Juadal ur pafueyd
oste sey jmsax qe[ aamsod & saym
-1ISU0D JBYM JO UOTIIUGAp Ay} ‘Sunse)
auourroy 10j ajqeqreae Jureq ASojou
-[99] M3U 0} UOIHPPE Ul ‘Uaym aure[q
uSisse 0] JMOYNIP S Pres [[PMOH
"UOTIOB B[] OO[q SUoIjEed
-Ipaul JaMal 3] JO 9WI0S MOU pue Ul
-Xoure], a1 sSni( ‘uoneMUITS auOUI
-101 03 2A13da0a1 2q JYSIUI JeY) PUIYRq
Y[ S[IP2 2q pmoo a1d) ‘pres Sure]
‘PaAOUIAI ST INOUINY IIOUED B USYA
“Burm)al wroly 100ued aty) juarard
pue A1} 0 JusLITEaI] JO SPOW AY} IUTUL
-1279p sdpy Ajdums Sunse) suowiIof
‘pres SureT “eoued 1SBAIQ PRY USUIOM
asayp} Jo [[e ey} JNOp ou SaIAY],
“JUQUITEaI] JIWAISAS pue Juaul
-Jean} Snap a1 st 3red puooas ayy pue
uonerpel pue A1a8ms st afe)s 151y oy,
190UBD JSealq 10§ jusunear) o) syred
oM} are a1a1y} ey} paurejdxs Sure
"S]NS91 1§39 PUOIIS ) UBY] IdYJLI
sa[y juanjed Jo MItAAI Y] JO Isnedaq
Ajdums ‘papusuiurodal aq Aeur safuerd
JuauIyear) ‘pres Jure| ‘Sased ALIOS U]
"pappe ays ja5ueyd
JUdUIJBAI] © PUIWIWIOIAI JUP[NOM
am 4q auof pey sreak uaass J, “ng

‘usJxowre], paquiasaid A[uouruoo ayy
Sunfe) usaq Lpeaie aaey JySua uaTIOM
9sa1y] Jo auros ‘syuanjed /1T Ioj saSueyd
JUSUIIEAI} PIPUIUIUIONAT Ul Pajmsal
sey] Sunsalal ay) S[ym pres Sure

9002

Arenigeg ui reurg JUNOW WIOY sNsa1
1591 SB[ AU} PaAI2dal [I[ea UIdsey

“M3IADI

juspuadapur ue 10j ojuoro], ur £10}

-BI0qE] [RUIS JUNOJA 313 03 sajdures 66
9591 JO [[& PUS 0} PapIoap sem I

: “aarpedou A]

-Teursuio a1am 6g6 ‘T8I0 121} Jo INQ a1}

-U3)) S3JU3IAS I[eaH 21} j& pajonpuod

1891 101daoa1 auoialsaford/uaborisa
09L°C 319Mm 2191} 600T 03 L66T WOI]

'L661

se 1ej se yoeq Surod Fumnsay satmy op
0] SpBUI 2I9M SUOISIIAP ‘dIAY[} WOL]

S1Sa] 2O/

4 l--‘-‘:-j I--.-;'-'-- O e — —




CIHRT Exhibit P-2727 Page 8

117 N.L. cancer patients receive belated
hormone treatment

Last Updated: Monday, December 11, 2006 | 5:33 PM NT
CBC News

More than 100 patients in Newfoundland and Labrador failed to receive a hormone
treatment for breast cancer because of a screening problem, health officials said Monday.

The patients were initially disqualified from treatment because of problems with the tests
used to determine eligibility.

After tissue samples were retested, 117 patients were started on the hormone treatment
they should have received earlier.

Since last year, Toronto's Mount Sinai Hospital has been retesting samples from about
900 patients in St. John's who were initially tested between 1997 and 2005. As a result of
the retesting, 117 patients who had been denied treatment earlier are now receiving it.

The hormone receptor test shows if cancer cells respond to hormones. If the results are
positive, patients are usually treated with the hormone therapy tamoxifen.

The tests are given to women who have been treated for breast cancer in the past. Those
who are considered "cancer-free" are still tested frequently in the years following their
therapy.

Because of a potential lawsuit, provincial health officials refused to explain if the
discrepancy resulted from human error or from new methods of interpreting test results.

Officials also would not say if any patients who were mistakenly denied hormone
treatment had died, or were needlessly given mastectomies when they could have been
treated with drugs.

"Not receiving this treatment could very well mean a life and death issue for people going
through the process," said Peter Dawe, director of the Newfoundland and Labrador
chapter of the Canadian Cancer Society.

The lack of disclosure raises questions, said Dawe, about what the problem is and how it
can be fixed.

Health officials in Newfoundland and Labrador hope to resume their own hormone
testing in the near future, though they can't say when.
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Tel: 709-576-6397 OR 1-888-709-6397

Fax: 709-753-7340

Product Summary:

ANSWERS FOR BREAST CANCER PATIENTS: There are finally more answers about tests for breast
cancer patients in this province.

Monday, December 11, 2006 05:00PM Item # 01

CBC Radio St. John's
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Standing Order: NO

ANSWERS FOR BREAST CANCER PATIENTS: There are finally more answers about tests for
breast cancer patients in this province.

Monday, December 11,2006 05:00PM Item # 01

CBC Radio St. John's

DAVE BARTLETT: There are finally more answers about tests for breast cancer patients in this
province. More than eighteen months ago, Eastern Health identified a problem at its lab. Some
women got the wrong results from hormone receptors tests; that means some of them may have
received the wrong treatment. Today, Eastern Health released some new information. As Mark
Quinn reports, a surprisingly large number of women weren’t getting the treatment they should
have been.

MARK QUINN: The lab at the Health Sciences Centre in St. John’s does millions of tests every
year but it stopped doing hormone receptor tests about eighteen months ago. That’s when
Eastern Health learned that some of the results it was giving breast cancer patients were wrong.
It told some patients that their hormone receptor tests were negative when another lab found
they were positive. A positive results means a cancer patient may get a hormone blocking
treatment that could improve their chance of survival. For the first time, Eastern Health is
saying how many women have had their breast cancer treatment changed because of the
retesting. It’s a large number — one hundred and seventeen. Peter Dawe is with the Canadian
Cancer Society. He wants to know how many women who since died also had the wrong results.

PETER DAWE: What we’re not seeing, still, is a full explanation of, of the numbers of people
that were affected overall and, you know, some idea of what actually went wrong with the
process.

MARK QUINN: Eastern Health is facing a class action suit. Health authorities aren’t saying if
the problem was caused by human error or technical problems. Hormone receptor tests still
aren’t being done in this province. Eastern Health hopes to begin doing them here again early
next year. Mark Quinn, CBC News, St. John’s.

-30-
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VOCM RADIO NEWS AT 7:45AM Tuesday, December 12, 2006
(ATTACHED)

NEW MEASURES FOR HEALTHCARE STANDARDS: Eastern Health says it
has implemented new means of ensuring high standard patient
care. ["Minnie", NightLine caller] AIRED: 07:53 AM DURATION:
01:30 REPORTER: PHELAN / GALLANT

CBC RADIO NEWS AT 7:00AM Tuesday, December 12, 2006

RESULTS OF REVIEW: Eastern Health should release the results
of a review today concerning estrogen and progesterone
receptor testing in breast cancer patients. [Eastern Health;
Health Sciences Centre;STATION: RADCOAST | AIRED: December
12, 2006 at 06:01 AM | DURATION: 00:27

| ANCHOR: Kerry Hodder | ID: AAL655

VOCM NIGHT LINE Monday, December 11, 2006

LABORATORY REVIEW: Host preamble- Word is expected tomorrow
on a study from Eastern Health on its review of estrogen and
progesterone receptor testing in Breast Cancer patients at
the Health Sciences Centre since 1997. Dr. Oscar Howell with
medical services at eastern health says they sent 939
negative tests to Mount Sinai Laboratory in Toronto for
review.

Results from 117 patients by a panel of oncologists,
pathologists and surgeons, indicate they needed treatment
changes. Breast Tumor samples are tested for estrogen and
progesterone receptors to determine if hormonal therapy may
be a treatment option. Howell says the patients have been
told of a change in their test results, and they have met to
determine further treatment options. However he says further
information will not been released at this time, pending a
class action lawsuit. Testing is expected to be reinstated at
the Health Sciences centre in the coming year. AIRED:08:10
PM DURATION: 03:00 REPORTER: LINDA SWAIN

CBC RADIO EVENING NEWS AT 5:00PM Monday, December 11, 2006
(Transcript attached)

ANSWERS FOR BREAST CANCER PATIENTS: There are finally more
answers about tests for breast cancer patients in this
province. Today, Eastern Health released some new
information. [“Mark Quinn”, reporter; “Peter Dawe”, Cancer
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Society] AIRED: 5:00 PM DURATION: 01:45 REPORTER: DAVE
BARTLETT

VOCM RADIO NEWS AT 5:30PM Monday, December 11, 2006
(Transcript attached)

BREAST CANCER TESTING REVIEW: Word expected tomorrow on a
study from Eastern Health on its review of estrogen
progesterone receptor testing in breast cancer patients at

the Health Sciences Centre since 1997. [“Renell LeGrow”,
reporter] AIRED: 5:30 PM DURATION: 01:00 REPORTER: CARLA FOOTE

CBC TV HERE & NOW AT 6:00 PM Monday, December 11, 2006
(Transcript attached)

CANCER TESTS TO CONTINUE: The Eastern Health Corporation says
it will resume breast cancer screening tests at its lab in
St. John's next year.

The corporation suspended testing at the lab 18 months ago
after problems with breast cancer screening tests. [Eastern
Health; ] | STATION: CBNT |

AIRED: December 11, 2006 at 06:12 PM | DURATION: 01:28 |
ANCHOR:

O'Neil/Crowe | ID: AAL616

NTV EVENING NEWS AT 6:00PM Monday, December 11, 2006
(Transcript attached)

4. EASTERN HEALTH'S REPORT RELEASED: A mistake in testing led
to incorrect treatment for 117 women in this province
suffering from breast cancer.["Carolyn Stokes", reporter;
unknown [Eastern Health; ] | STATION: NTV | AIRED: December
11, 2006 at 06:06 PM | DURATION: 02:28 |

ANCHOR/REPORTER: HUTTON/CARTER/CAROLYN STOKES | ID: AAL610

Eastern

Health

Leona Barrington
Media Relations Officer
Corporate Communications
T. 777-1339

C: 728-7935
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