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GOVERNMENT OF VICE PRESIDENT
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR RESIDENT
Department of BEC % 2005
Health and Community Services
Physician Services Division MEDIC AL SERVICES

December 1, 2005 -

Dr. R.J. Williams
Vice President, Quality, Diagnostic
and Medical Services
Eastern Regional Integrated Health Authority
300 Prince Philip Drive
St.Johm’s, NL.  A1B 3V6

R Dear Dr. Willtdms:

Re: Adulft Pathologv Services, Health Sciences Centre and St. Ciare’s ‘

This letter is in follow-up to your correspondence dated November 03, 2005 and
our meeting on November 23, 2005 regarding anticipated physician resource challenges
in Pathology, and more particularly for the next nine (9) months,

Discussions indicated that due to vacancies, planned retirements and delays in
recruitment, the Pathologists who normally provide adult services in the above two
facilities will be approximately 25% less than historical, from now until September,
2005. In light of these shortages, it has been confirmed with current staff that they are
“unable to assume. the additional workload required to report in a timely fashion, even
with consideration of additional payments through some alternate payment plan.

- As aresult, the Executive have authorized your organization to pursue the issue of

- sending Pathology specimens out of the province for a period of time, for professional
interpretation — estimated to be in the range of 600 cases/month. I understand that

- preliminary inquiries suggest that the Montreal General may be able to meet some or all

o of the short term need.
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Janwary 27, 2006

Dr. Don Cook
- Clinical Chief
. Laboratory Medicine Program
* The Eastern Health Authority (EHA)
300 Prince Philip Drive
- St. John’s, NL AIB 3V6

. Dear_Dr. Cook

| L Re: Pathologx Servic'es for EHA :

Furthcr to our dISGUSSIOIlS we ate ertlug to set out the terms on ‘the basis of which

. Gamma—Dynacare Medical Laboratories (“GDML.") will provide interpretive

. pathology services to the Eastern Health Authority (“EHA™). It is intended that once it
is signed on behalf of the EHA, this letter shall constitute a formal agreement between

- the EHA and GDM'L
- The followmg sets out the terms: of our agreement;

1 -BASIC MUT UAL OBLIGATION S

T a. GDML shall provuie EHA with the services described in Schedule “A”
S . attached to this letter in accordance with the service standards and at

S ) , th:e pridcs set out below;

b. SS long as: GDML is in compliance with its obligations, EHA shall use-
- GDML exclusively to provide such services as a back-up to pathoiogy _

- services provided by Pathologists'employed by EHA in EHA’s
facxlltzes
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.* The term of this agreement is six months from its commencement date;

. The ferm shall commence on the third working day following the

execution of this letter by EHA.

. The term of this agreement may be extended for one additional year

upon the mutual written consent of the parties.

3. PRICING

a.- PJ_'icés for the direct ‘pathology services set out in Schedule “A” shall be
" the amounts applicable at the time the service is rendered under the

Schedule of Benefits published from time to time by the Ontario

- Health Insurance Plan. The amounts currently applicable are set out in
- Schedule “B” appended to this letter;
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. The prieing referred to in the section immediately preceding, apply to
services rendered for the purpose of providing Pathology services. Any

other purposes, such as clinical trials shall be priced separately,
depending on the applicable requirements in each case.

. EHA shall pay all amounts due within 30 days of invoice date

following which all amounts outstanding shall bear interest at 1.5% per

_ month {18% per annum).
4 SERVICE STANDARDS
a. Pathology mterpretatlons will generally be reported within 4 to 6
. workmg days from receipt at GDML’s laboratory in Ottawa Ontario. -
“In the event other services are required, GDML and EHA will estabhsh-
: mutua]ly acceptable turn around times for such tests.

- Sub_]eot ‘to the provisions of section 5 below, reports will be dictated by

GDML and dictation cassefies retirned jo EHA &r%@“ﬂpt:on into

' EHA’s laboratory information system (LIS). GDML Pathologists W111
. verify and complete transcribed reports by way of electronic s1gnature

into EHA’s LIS. GDML Pathologists shall be respon51ble forall:
srgned-out cases.

GDML ishall ensure that

| 1 Pathology mterpretatlons are performed only by duly qualiﬁed

: pathologists certified as a specialist in Anatomic and/or General :
Pathology by the Royal College of Phys101ans and- Surgeons of -

| Canada or eligible t0 write the Royal College exams, and
* licensed as a physician in Ontario; and that

ii. All pathologists retain their membership in the Canadian,
P Medical Protective Association.

. GDML will observe’ aud comply with all appheable professional and
' legal requirements in the provision of its services, including without

limitation the requirements of legislation protecting the privacy of

information, WHMIS, employmer_lt standards,

- GDML’s pathologists will provide consulting services as required, in
‘ respect of pathology interpretations provided by them

5 TRAN SPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

a The transportation of specimens apd the provision of necessary

supplies for the collection, handling and transportation of specimens
shall be EHAs responsibility at its own cost, however, GDML shall

_assist EHA in establishing the necessary protocols and procedures with

respect to the handling and transportation of slides.
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b. EHA at its own expense, will provide GDML with and maintain the
hardware, software and telecommunication lines required to permit
" GDML. to access reports electronically into EHA’s laboratory
information system.:

6. EARLY TERMINATION

In the event of any default by either party (the “Defaulter”) of its
obligations under this agreement, the other party may provide written
notice of such default to the Defaulter and if the Defaulter fails to cure
such ‘default within 15 days of the receipt of such notice, the non-
defaultmg party may terminate this agreement by wiitten notice to that

effect.
7. FORCE MAJEURE

If either party is prevented from carrying out its obligations under this
agreement 'as a result of any occurrence over which it has no control
(including, without limitation, governmental action, the action of the
elements, strikes, lock-outs, the unavailability of labour or suppliés) then
the time hmlt for the carrying out of such obligation shall be extended

util such event is remedled

8 NOTICES

Any notice that either party may be required or may desire to give may be by

- personal delivery, telefax or registered mail and shall be conclusively deemed to

have. been received .by the addressee on. the date of delivery, if delivered

' personal[y, on the date on which it is faxed or on the fourth business day(i.e. a
~day other than a Saturday, Sunday or statutory holiday in the addréssee’s
. jurisdiction) following the date on which it is mailed if applicable

ifto EHA at:
. Address: ‘ 300 Prmce Philip Drwc
P St. John’s, NL
AlIB3V5
Attentionj: ' Dr. 5011 Cook, Clinical Chief

Laboratory Medicine Program
Donald.cook(@easternhealih.ca

Terry Gulliver, Regional Director
Laboratory Medicine Program
Terry.Gulliver@hcesj.nl.ca

Barry Dyer, Manager of Anatomical Pathology, LIS
Coordinator Laboratory Medicine
Barry.Dver@hecesi.nl.ca
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Telefax number:  (709) 777-8625

. And if to GDML at:
Address: 750 Peter Morand Crescent,
Ottawa, ON
K1G 654
Attentioﬁ: ' Marc LeBoutillier, Vice-President

Eastern Ontario and Quebec
leboutillierm@eamma-dynacare.com

Sue Clipsham, Assistant Clinical Lab Director
clipshams@gamma-dynacare.com

Telefaxrimﬁb.?r: (613)_'-729-1127

9 GENERAL CONT RACT PROVISIONS

Each party agrees that upon the written request of the other party it will

- do all such acts and execute all such further documments, and will cause -
- the domg of all such acts and will cause the CXGCUtIOD of all such
;further documents as are w:thm its power to cause the domg or
Eexccution of, as the other party hereto may from time to .time

reasonab]y request be done and/or executed in order to better ev1dence

perform and/or fulfill any of the provisions hereof or.any of the' rights,
powers, discretions, duties and obhgatmns intended to be: _created

: hereby and/or in order to effectuate any provision hereof or of any such

further document.

. Tlus agreement sets forth the entire agreements and understandings of
“the parties hereto in respect of the subject matters hereof- and -
“supersedes all prior agreements, arangements and understandlncvs :
- relating to such subject matters. No representation, . promise,:
- inducement or statement of intention has been made by either’ party

hereto relating to such subject matters which is not embodied in this

: agi‘eemént.

This agreement mai/ be amended, modified, superseded or cancelled,

. and any of the terms herein contained may be waived, only by written

instrument executed by the parties hereto or, in the case of a waiver, by
the. party so waiving, The failure of either party hereto at any time or
times to require performance of any prOVlSlOI‘I hereof shall in no
manner affect the right of such party to require such performance at a

. later time. No act or omission of either party hereto, other than an
- express written waiver signed by such party, shall constitute a waiver
" by such party of any breach of this agreement or of the provision of
. this agreement so breached. No waiver by a party hereto of the breach

of any provision hereof, in any one or more instances, shall be deemed
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Bt We trust that you W1ll find the foregoing satlsfactory Please execute and return to us
i the enclosed duphcate of this letter to indicate your agreement.

. ‘GAMMA-DYNACARE MEDICAL LABORATORIES

Pei': Marc LeBout:lher

" The Eastern Health Authonty comfirms its acceptance of the termas set out in this
' letter

- EASTERN IIEALTH AUTHORITY
Per W

| Name "r\_. Q.(«'-’—\I GS\H,-LAJL I\
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to be or construed as a further or continuing waiver of such breach or
as a waiver of the provision hereof so breached.

d. Tfmé shall be of the essence of this agreement and of each and every
matter and thing herein provided for.

€. Any prowsmn of this agreement which is prohibited or unenforceable

" in any jurisdiction shall, as to such jurisdiction, be ineffective to the

: extent of such pl‘OhlblthI] or unenforceability without mvalldatmg the

- remaining provisions of this agreement or affecting the validity or
enforceability of such provision in any other jurisdiction.

f. As used herein the words “herein”, “hereof”, “this agreement” and
- similar ‘expressions refer to this agreement as a whole and not to any :
 particular portion hereof unless the context otherwise clearly requires;
all headings and any subheadings appearing herein are inserted for

" convenience of reference only and shall not be considered in -any
interpretation hereof; and the neuter gender includés the masculine and

- fem:ulub guuufh ERN and 'jfaCu VEr :.:e. ana u;e:slﬂ'-'u{ar inclades the- plural -

" and vice versa, where the context reasonably permits. The provisions
hereof shall enure to the beneﬁt of and be bmdmg upon the parties

" hereto and their respective heirs, executors, administrators, suceessors
assugns ‘and other legal representatives.

g. ThlS agreement shall be open for-acceptance until 4:00 P.M. on:the 1St
 day of February, 2006 followmg which, if it has not ‘been executed. by
 all parties, it shall be null and void and any amounts paid by any party
: pursuant to any prowsxon shall' be returned to such party “without

 interest or penalty.

. Vice-President, Eastern Ontario and Quebec

S S T DO SO

Title: D\(LLQTEQN L,ﬂ(g,\,q,a—ﬂ(w) MED] N & Pﬁaéﬁ’.m\,—-
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\ . - Thave autherity to bind the corporation

' Per: -

Name:
- Title: _ ,
- Thave authority to bind the corporation

o £0- /o,

B L TR O R VSO SEERNE NEIE JeE ISP ST TIY
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[ SCHEDULE “A”
i SERVICES
. SERVICES REQUIRED
Direct Pathology Services
GDML will provide:
. a) Inrterpretation‘of surgical slides for pathology examination.
“b) Interpretation of Immuno-histochemistry per marker
Indirect Servicesj
. GDML will:
a ccintajct ordering phys_‘iician if necessary. ..
b. enj:surje that accurate test reports are-prepared and received by the EHA on
a timely basis with appropriate dictation system provided by EHA.
o c. pr_i:vi_de advice and recommendations to EHA as requested.
) d. assist as requested in ensuring that the laboratory service meets
i accreditation standards.
€. prjovide‘ad\_rice and consultation, if requested, on the following activities
: in'respect of GDML’s direct pathology services:
E i ~ equipment selection
ii.. | test methodology selection
ifi.  test development
" iv: . quality control
v.. | tiroubleshooting
vi.  safety practices
vii. . record keeping
viii. ~ laboratory policies
f méintain standard piélc-up and delivery schedules in coordination with
transport agents and EHA in order to minimize turnaround times
g track and report turnaround times
h. maintain specimen trécking and coordination with EHA specimen
tracking system
(-

Jan 26, 2006
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SCHEDULE “B”

. FEE

Fee

‘ L1839 Simple Specimen
Simple specimen includes gross and, where
necessary, microscopic examination and. _
interpretation of tissues requiring less time, effort and
professional responsibility than the next category. A
simple specimen will ordinarily include tissue
considered by the physical to be normal (e.g. uterine
tubes, vas deferens, hernial sac). ‘

$19.80

L821 Small and Uncomplicated Specimen
Small and uncompiicated specimen includes small
pieces of tissue or tissues thought to be abnormal
which carry more professional responsibility and
effort than ‘simple specimen, and in wh:ch the...
number of slides is minimal.

$26.05

L840 Curettings or Specunen Requiring Multiple Slides
Curettings.or specimen requiring muitiple includes
specxmens 'such as prostatic curettlngs uterine
curettings, ‘or a specimen reguiring muitiple slides.
The latter category includes specimens requiring
secondary:review of block levels, special stains,
and/or lnternal consultation. :

$49.35

: L837
!mmunohlstochemlstry mterpretatlon per marker

$11.85

" 1851 Organ or Large Specimen -
: Organ or large specimen-includes partial or entire
- organs with or without-adjacent tissue but without
£ complex dlssectlon (e g. segment of stomach

" ulcers),

$73.95

1852 Complex Small or Large Speclmen
Complex small or large specimen includes complex
diagnostic biopsies in which the physician
time/expertise required for dissection and
interpretation is substantially above that pertaining to
previous categories. This includes some biopsies of
kidney, liver, muscle, lymph nodes, etc. As weli as
extensive biopsies such as cervix cone biopsies,
organs and adjacent tissues (e.g. up fo six lymph

$118.35

nodes).

- Jan 26, 2006
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“Type of Specinien

Level

L. Code

Routine SP
Stain

Skin.

1 Level

821

Ellipse (onie block)

1 | Level

821

Ellipse (muttiple

|blocks)

1 Level per Block

840

“’I Punch (each
- | specimen)

3 Levels

840

| G1 Biopsy

3 Levels

840

Diff Quik

| Cervical Biopsy

3 Levels

840

. [EEC

2 Levels

840

Endometrial

1 Level

840

Jan 26, 2006
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