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Dr. Dan Fonta in e works in hi s St. John's office,

g ral illa h~{ t trmu ~ l llN i n U198 and
111\.Jvcd to Hulhux. where he Slkllt fi ve
vears Ct)l II j'J!i; t i lll:: furth er tra iuing and
lh.:·Jl ret ur ned to N{:wfolIlH1!ant"l .

"1 carne had . hlrgc ly bt"t:a l1s ,:: I was
m a r r ied to H New tu u u d lunder;" lie
said.

Ne wfoun dla m! cu r ruut ly has t lilly ~g

pi.lllLult.,gbb , \'. ilh 1\l1lJ'l: l ll i.ill Ital r \1 1'

1!Il.: HI wt)rh i i1 ~ I II I1H: Sl. , I flhll '~ a rea.

in"Tdi:gr .:.;n

b Y u c:AI~A SrOIi..ES SULLIVAN

il EA LI'll

"

Ii ;t ~lI~ ~til r l ) ( I.lIi ~H the l~ eahh Sci ­
. l: IICt;":l' Lt."Ill !"(: In ~I. John s . Dr. Dan
FiI]H ::! !: c u s e s hb mir l' lj~I~ I" P r:- (II
. k : i. . ,;~ :: (r ;; k L ~~, ·.·: ,:~ n , '~~' .::d h: ca n lJ ~~

, i t:ki..t ~: . 1 in <t·nv:...l jl(, ,:;l" l !l: and tl~ ~ '

;L ~ l b, ' \ .:£' -t>: " ( e S i~ _

"l I l . •-: \. : i lt ·i ~ i ; lc ( l c~ ,~ i ( :: h ,H ,i j .. h: il
t l:t' d i l k j"d ,, -t: !<;,.:t W I.: I;1i. Ilf,r mal cd!.­
",,, : \,. i1 i c\'~ I" . ' \ b l :<: l b !l ll f ll l : :' ilH: ~ r ~

JHIJ U Il I I;d . ,11 gb:}s s l i dl:~ , hu t wi tI', "
ir i cher ,H.q::il.i lki.ll! o l ; and .\ IJi l \ ) f

•.'I J. I I ' h i l lfJ , you t:; t li .:ipld I l l(: l'!Iid l g t: :. .

I. ~ ::i lt ~ il d . J i . r l l l~d y I~db. l ' ;l('!1 \'. ill l a
d ':ill ly li t: t"j llt~i i nurl eu s. lhl~ cuncc r
Lell,:, i1J IIIt; <.l( ru u .er d l:JlJr\l v r l}· i ~ ll d

scatuu -c.L
Funt;tiH': 'S work, a:j ,I .:=l lalT I J ~ t h (j l ,, ­

g i::: l wi t h 8a.b tc r n Hea lth . i uvu lves
"" ri ng liver a hJl nf ::. lhlc5 to a id tued­
i..',il Si1C'L" I:1li:i iS a nd s urgeons i ll the t1 i·
:.:; 11.l:- 1: ;i Ci. , j I lbi U l.l d lt lit" 1111tit:ll b .

r'Ji!\t',IIl ::: r is cruc ial fill ' pupul .u iun
!1,:.J{!l bu: Fonui ine worri es a lll'Hli ,I

l" .,;:: ln g cn sis 2::: older fJ ~Hh lll o g bt ::;

O ;·d,.: r~ It: rdifc i~ !1 \ i few new Ilh:dkal
;ti )':" ii ,~ cil l:: r £1 :..: il c !,L

S i: I!: · (.1~ r: ~ ',If lil.::d k,d ~ pcl.i ; d i:; hi 15
l ; \ , i e n u u..,'',;; !rl , i;1 ul' lll , lr:i i j I II t hi s

\l1 ~ ". ll j' ~":· '.'l l" ;IC:" .":,' i h lo , IHl i itry, t.iu ,
Fv.u t a i u e s .i i u, " 11 11.:: l isi n g lh ld 's
tl llitj ll c HJ p;liholn~s is tluu there are
II.., n ~\\" g n ,d ll..Hc::; \ \ lllii n~ 111 11) the pro·
gr. uu .'

li e 's Jlrl:ll y ce t-rui n ilL' wa :'l lilt: IU5t
"' k ll l\1I i, l! iJHl': l:1~ i l y lllvdll :'l l i:i rl~dLl'

:\l .' I II gil l lll ll I.a il lll ltlgy. ("un wi ne

I Pathologist shortage could affect system
I--'--';';;'~--- --.-

I­

!

E
'I:
en
c:

"0..

"e:::
o
'"

oo
~
&
00

"E:::
~

-=-OJ
::1':
:::...
~
'"t-J.l

CIHRT Exhibit P-1667      Page 1



on
'Do
0)

l
00
0)

§
~

Pathologists 'the backbone' of a lot ofhealth services
diagnosis and Improved methods of
treatment, but at rue sa nte tirne th .::

. complexity of the ir jobs has signifl-
cantly increased workloads for pathol­
ogis ts .

Dr. Bob Williams, vice-uresident of
quality diagnostic and medi cal servic­
es with Eastern Health, ag rees th at
the shortage of pathologis ts and up­
corning rerir ernents pose major COIl­
cents,

As chairman of a working subcorn­
m luee, Williams said he ps rti cipntcd
in a review of this issue 2 \ d a repor t
out li n ing these con cer ns ha s lreen
submitted to the provuu-t.rl gover n­
meru for conside ra t ion.

With the population in I h .sprovince
ag in g, th e iIl Cil\ t 'll rt ~ Ill' rtuu'er is on
the r-ise. Williams }jail!, hut ncople are
also surv tv lun I lll\~~! :r W\ I II He w and
dilleruut C<IIl ! : ! ~ I'll'eill l lll : ll l :-

As resea rch y i l ~ lds 1\101'1: know ledge
about var-ious di sl.'il :-i l'S, WillialJls said.
mort tests an; needed in tit ': b ill ( I pro­
vide.additional information lu ph yai ­
c iu n s . 'l'h e r e fo re . the 1'01 (' o f
pathologists is becoming increa viuclv
importan t.

"Pathologists are the backbon e or a
lot of th~ se rv ice s \\'c pro vi de, WIthout
them, sume of these s~rv"_ces ar~ dC'·
in g to be implicated," Williams s ;~ i .:i.. ,

"It could haVea big impact ,.
ds.s l~~!hctelegram.com

ra ined from the closest next of kin ,
Th'2 provinc ial medical examiner is

ttl€: pathuloglst who inves tiga tes sus­
piciuus deat hs .

Fouta ine said the: pathologist sho rt ­
age in thi s province "has the potenti al
to be detrimental," esp eci all y si n ce
surgeons depend on them to dete r ­
mine the course of. rrearrnenr for their
pat ien ts.

A shortage of patholo gists can
cha nge the mana geme nt of pati ents,
Fontaine sa id . an d simply add ing to
the workload of pa tholog ists isn't a
practical solu tion.

"The las t thing you want is to have
a n overwo rked path ologist ," Fontaine
sai d, becau se that 's when er-rors can
occur;

" If we dou' t gel ilr ighl, theu th e oth­
1'1' tr ea tin g physi cian s. dou 't hav e it

chanl'e ,"lw snid , "a nd th e Ilati e n t
won't b l~ well served ,.. you r aU I\l:t Ihr­
Les t unco lug ixt, hut if you II! 11 1'1 ha ve a
good pathnlogy department, yo u're
nor going to have good outcomes. It
just makes sense."

Fonta ine sa id a ca nc er di agnosis,
for ex ample. isn't s im ple because
there arc a number of differ ent vari­
eties of canCel: After detEcting cancer·
ous cells, th€ p<:Ithologis t has to test
further l \) identify the lYP~ uf can cer.

Ad\·a.nced teStS an d more comp lGx
reponin g provid e for more accurale

Fontaine strict, th ere's a shortage of
pathologists across the country; mean­
ing hospitals in larger centres are al­
ways trying to r ecruit pa thologis ts
from Newfoundland and Labrador;

He's been approached himself with
job offers [rom Nov a Scotia , New
Brunswick, Onta r io and Br it ish Co­
Iurnuia.

In Ontario, th ere's such a shortage:
tha t some pathologists an: still work
ing in their 705, Fontaine sa id.

Althou gh h e 's not ce rt a in why
pathol ogy is n't a po pu lar car eer
cho ice amo n g med ica l stu de nts .
Fonta ine said . he has noticed a lot of
people do n ' t know what a patholo­
gist's job enta ils.

Mu uv peup le th ink uf nu tops ie s
wlu-n th ey hear the word pat hol ogist .
Fun tninu sa id , whe ru us mu st 1) 1' a
pathologist ':; job involves lalnuutn rv
"york ural Illagllu:-;t u-s.

"We't'u tr y ing tu ge l t h a i lIW5S'l. g l'
om: to medica l studen ts . I don't thi nk
we've done a very good job of selling
ou rselves in the past," Fontaine said,

Th e only autopsies performed by
pa tholog ists in husp lr als i nvo lve
deaths by na tur al causes to det ect the
originsof a di:.:;easE:,

Fontaine said the re are not a lot of
rtl !Ui; :;; ts by fam ily members io1' th is
lj.""P E: of autopsy and bl2iom one is per·
for med, au th orizatiun h as to lie ob·

tends 10 re tire in the spr ing of 2006
and a fou rth, ""..h o turns £35 in Septem­
i.er 2.GCtt), will a!50 be retir ing.

Outs ide St. Jo hn's. it's not un com­
mall for path ologists 10 work alone. in
5010pract ices, in town s such as Grand
Falls-Windsor. Carbonear; Clarenville
and St. Anthon y

To complicate matters further,

1., ~"!:~'!J:!.J<l-' 0,,,,, 33 ,*"414,

i ~ , .
~" . :" ,' ,iI '"" 'j. \ " ,

' r:;;-/, \ ':, C!~~ j
t" '\ j ' ,';r:" I~",,;. . ....,. , " "
- , .' I ' , , , ' _

,~ , . ." .- ' ',' - . " , . .. 'c"",•." SUPeR:? .. ,.:S ': _::'::r~==,=; O E~On -RES~3:~1t."i'_"~'-:' ': .: ' ,
';;'..-..;:, '

\\'i tiJ i:", tl.e Eastern Health authori­
ty Font a ine sa iu, OUi.: pu th clo gtst will
l. e I i:; ;;\'- Ll~ OCL ii fo r Alberta and an­
othe r, ~..-I1O actually continued work­
ing j wo years PI12t retirement , plans 1I)

re ti re in lieccmber,
A thi rd pathologists ill his 60s in-

Continued from page A1
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Patholovists '{he backbone' of a lot of health services
c»

d iagnos ls a nd i uipruved II' ethuds of
treaun ent , lJU [ :oi. l the :,rl ll w 1lme 11k

, com plexiry or [hell" job s h t ~ ~ ig niii -

cam lv Increased workloads fur p6.1 ft(,i·
ogts ts.

Dr. Hob Will iams. vice-pres ide nt of
quality d iagnosti c and medical servic­
':::i wit h Ea ste r-n Heahh. a ~rEe.s tha i
the short age M pathulogis t, filii; up­
coming re t ir em e nts !J,j ::;t: l ( l ;~j 'lr con­
cerns ,

As chairman (Jf a wurkh .g suhcotn­
miu ee, WilH"I1I:' sa id he p.u'tu- ipa u-d
in B rev iew of this b s'.:t In ,,! il report
ourlin ing th ese C01!C ~1T, ~ has been
submit ted tn the pr,r ;i;-,,' l :d govern­
nh?111ff, r l·llibidt-'n ltit .n

W itll i l lt ! pUjlll l :.lilJl l ill l l ll ~ Il n w i ll t' i:

t l g i ll ~ , l l w II l n dl ' IIl' .· Ill' I'; d ll' l'r b; Oil
ti ll : r h l !. W IIl I ;lllI ~ , :' ;l ld , bill pl'Oll i e an:
also :-;u r \,IVi1ll--: h ll ll ~ I ' 1' w lt l . IlI ~W and
1 1 1 Ifl 'n 'I ' l l' ; t1I ' . I · I 'I I " ;I I\I \l 'I II ~ "

:\:; I I ~M ~: (I t' h vlt,ltb 1111111: l ; w lwlr~d ~l ~

a l lllll i \!il r il , u ~ 11 1 !l .: i1~": ' . Wl ll lil l ll " ~;I ld .

1I1u rr: {~:l I :3 lH l: 1 1l: I :d \: . l ll l l h _~ (;t1. I" pn .·
\' id~ _ adIUt io l"J i.11 I n l"Ul' liId lh ,r l I I I plly:;\
cinn s, T h er e f u r l: , ( t t! rol. ' III"

pathologist:: i:: becoming 1.1.~n~ ib l l1 i:ly

iml:.or tant,
"Pa thcJlljgist.s arc the ba,:kbone vt iI

lut oi t h~ :,i';rviCi:5 we fJl"i ,Vldi!, Witl'll',ut
th em, some of thd c.--servlces a l"l:: (10­
in!:: [0 he im pli ca reJ ," \\'Uiams SEll \.

"I[cc,u.ld have a big impAct "
dS$ I~-~ tht!!l 'l<'gram.t:om

rained trom [hi; closes t next ll f kin,
Ttie 11l' ~I ~"i n ": id medi ca l e-.familli:r 13

ttl:: P;Uilul{j~i::t \',th l Im 'dll :;; i1{ d ~ \b'

r.ic ious deaths.
- Fonr aine said i n c pathologist sn ort ­
i.! gl: ill this province "has Ihi: potenual
to be deui mema l." especially s mce
s u rg cous dep end fin th i:m [ Co deter­
mi ne til.':course of treauuenr tor their
IJiltielHs. ,

A sh cr t a ge of pa t h nl u gf s t s (an
chan g» the management of pauents,
Foutame sa id. a nd sin.ply _Hhti ll!,! to
(J'II : workload of path ologiets isn't a
practical solution.

·"Tn·; last dl illo'i l u ll ",;.ih[ G to tim: .:
an ['\';;;nmr!~hi p<ii lh11c.g ii-l ,' Fc.ntaiJl~

~:Jid , b~C'''J1E,~ t h3.('s wh..::n (: rnw.5 can
" , n il :

" If ',.;"l: "pll 't gl:t It r ight. t !l '-'l\ I I H-~ C1111­
1'1" l r l ' :l t i ll ~; lIh y s i d ;tll ~ dlI U" 1I 'P.:" ;1
1:1 1.1111'!-' : ' lw :, ;li tl , " ; U l/ t !l it ' p ;l l Ii .' II t

\,,\ 'H'\ l a' wd l ::i(!l"\' l ,d ,. , \ 110. i ' ll l: l'I l lil'
I ...·.; ' liliu Ilu:,;isl,llltl if .\ ; ,t! . h '11-1 11 ;1\"1: ,I
:,;uvd !' ; ;\ lt ilitl~ y tl t'll 'l n lIl ~ ni. , j' \l u ' rc
nc.t guiJ l~ [l) hiiV': gu(J d \.Hitc<.,me S, II
jU6l m.::. t i:s:':~ n5 ':: '"

t;JlH n. inQ said a can Cf: r diagnosis,
1"0 1' e Xi:. m p l e., is-n ' l s i ri111 1e b~c all s e

I h o; ft~ art: u mUllber of diifl!r~ nt '\'ari·
ct ies iiI C~ L;ll·f:r.."\.r'ter dt:tel:l lllg ca ncer­
lJ U:' cell::. t h~ llathcJ1IJg ist llaS to t i :)l

t\lr lh e t' t,J id.::ntL."'!· rhe IYllt:of canct:'r,
Ad~;anrl: Li li.:5 ts and mur e c(Jm (l IG~

rc pllr li ng fJro\-'lde ff' i' mnr .: acCUratE

Fon taiuc said . th eru's <I shc rrage of
iJJ.tL0 i'Js i:::l.5 i~ \ .L\b;S eli ;; '~ lJllfil nJ m cau­
i ll ~ hospit als in l <J t·~ .;; r C(;t'1(l' iS are «I.
wa ys l r yi n,;; lO rec r u it p'H lw l", ~ i::. t:::

from Newfo un dla nd and Labredor;
He's 0':: ;;;11 approa ched uuu seu' wi th

job u ii~ r :io i r t'lli! l'h)\~ ~ $1; 1, [\;1 . ;':c: \,,'
Hruus v....ick . Outa ri« a nd Bri t ish e·j­
h unhia .

In Ontario. illi: I"~ ' :: s uch a 6hl ,ri ,lg.:
th a t '::;(.11112 !XH hvlv:4istti are s till work­
i.rig i ll the ir iDs,Fouraiuesa id.

Al thou g h lit':' :;' no t ce rt.ri u w ny
pn th c lo g y i sn 't'-I !111!'lular c a ree r
cho ic e ;:~ J110 H': m ed ical s t ud cu t s ,
Fonta ine suid. L~ IEl~ not iced ... In; ,',1'
jlel,pl.:: d on ' t bw\>' whdt ~ Il J.th ul ' J·
;.:b t'::ijiJbc!1.l:llh .

£\ Ia n) lh:l' lilr= l h i ll !. Ill' ;l1 l l ll jl :)k ::.
wllt:H i!WY I ll ; ,, !' llu' \','. fl tl P;ll l llJl n r;b l.
I'\ ll it; : l ll l' :>d ld, \" il l ~ Il : ; I .~ 1J 1 {l ~ \ ' l r il

l! ,t1 h u lo' ;":\ ~ ll ' ;, J., IJ 111 \111\1 ::; L il ll J!";l l l' !"\,

\~ , l rl~ a l ii 1i\ la !~ I I' ,;;i i.',;
" W, ~ ' lc \ r ~ I ll ;': hi 1-1 ': \ 11. ,11 I l u ~ :-' S :q;'.:

"lH to; llh: d il:i.J ;,UUh: l1tS, l .h'il' l ihilil-.
\·..e: 'n: dOH'::~ '.c ry g9~)J jv!J ,if ::ir: Uh:'f;
"u r~d \'cs in Ih.:: P itSL," FI)llla ili.e said.

Tht: ,)l ily :.nHopsies I't;rf.lrme:d l: y
Jl:llho l u gi s t ~ ill llo :i\Jltal s im 'ul\-(:
death;;. I,v ll<!. llU·31 C.H I':t: ::: t rl ~ii:: lt!c r th~

t"J ri giU5 0i ..: d i:it:41:iC,
FiJnlain t ~::i il l i her t:: .art: lIOi a lot vi

rt~!Uc~ l ~ Ii:: i':" lU ily Uh;Hlb'::I 'i: (Co t' li d ::;

lYlk or li.uto p:iYiJliil ticfufc L'Il e i::: l't:I"
form e-d , a ur !-t (,rizu t io rl h J S lu be uu-

,

JMn'UR

.ott., .
~-

ten.is {'I n-d rc in the spr i llg (,f ~f,Oo

':'hj <.\ {'Jl li-:II v,1;:, uu us t5 ill S<: I , I ~ , H

1,.:( ~ l·iil o . ",n ll ..l~ j II<; rt.;ti ri llg.
OHbith~ St . . 1~ IUl· '::. i t ': Ill' l Ull CGIn'

If,O:", f,",l' p2.thult; ~i:i. l:: to work alo ne. i ll
:::"),, pl':;di c~::. In i\)\'; US such as Grand
F.:J.l~ · ~V i liib\ l i: Car Lon e,n; Clarenville
uud St. .Authcn y

TI) ,~ ( ' I, I ~ li c a l l: ma n ers f urth er,

'ld ~:,;,; ," j:~J pJ~ ~~'_,:~_33 1f~1J . :.

;. '
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'tL:;~~,j;:;,,~'1" "' '' ' ", :. _-;<:r:)::, :/~: \" ! ~ ;R '
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l '; ! · " ' Il l . \ ~jl :: ;;, d · i , V11 ': ~~. ( hvL,~ i.:: l i'. ill
Le i.-••~ ill"; ( ) l t . li 1',lI' .-\ 11.0:.' 1:1 ..iii;! an.
" l h ~ l . \', 1; ( 1 " .'I ua lly con u uu ed work­
; 11 :,.: I I...., ~,~ al':j 1;\;:, ( I\' :li.rc m c n t. i ;I ::iU., t fJ
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